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the Baltic Sea enabled the Russian army to invade Sweden and even
to appear in the neighbourhood of Stockholm.

A peace treaty was finally signed in Nystad, Finland, in 1721.
Eussia received the coasts of the Gulf of Finland and the Gulf of Eiga:
part of Karelia (including Vyborg), Ingria, Esthland (including Narva
and Bevel) and Liflandia (including Eiga).

The victory over Sweden was of tremendous significance for Eussia.
The lack of convenient seaboards had retarded the country's economic
development. "Livonia, and then Sweden, had deliberately deprived
Eussia of every opportunity not only of trading but also of maintain-
ing cultural relations with Western Europe. Peter secured a footing
on the Baltic Sea and thus brought to a conclusion the struggle of the
Eussian people for the seaeoast5 a struggle which they had been waging
since the end of the loth century. Peter took only what was absolutely
essential for Eussia's normal development.

After tksjcSojplftsjQii ol.tlie Treaty of Nysiad, the Senate bestowed
on Peter the title of emperor, and Eussia became officially known as
the Eussian empire. This new name testified to the growth of Irhe power
and strength of the Eussian state. 2r^^^^i-g^ls)J>*^'

Relations with the East. Despite" the-' prolonged ";TOT with
Sweden which entailed heavy expenditure and effbrt-r'PeieT did not
lose sight of Eussia"s eastern frontiers. In southwestern Siberia the
Eussians between 1715 and 1720 occupied the entire upper reaches of
the Irtysh. A considerable number of small fortresses, including Omsk
and Semipalatinsk, was built on the banks of this river. The Upper
Irtysh was the starting point of an ancient caravan route to Bokhara
and Khiva. The Eussian government simultaneously made prepara-
tions to invade Central Asia from the Caspian Sea. In 1716 a detach-
ment under Prince Bekovich-Cherkassky was sent to Khiva ostensibly
to congratulate the khan on his accession to the throne but actually
to obtain economic and military-political information about Khiva
and Bokhara. The detachment was surrounded in the steppes and al-
most totally annihilated. This failure temporarily checked the advance
of the Eussians beyond the Caspian Sea.

Peter also endeavoured to entrench himself on the western shore
of the Caspian. This was highly important for the strengthening of
Eussian influence in Transcaucasia and Persia, with whom trade was
developing rapidly at the beginning of the 18th century. Eussia used
the pillaging of Eussian merchants during an uprising in Shemakha
(in Azerbaijan) against the rule of Persia as a pretext to send a mili-
tary expedition to the western shore of the Caspian.

Peter himself took part in the campaign, which began in 1722,
soon after the conclusion of peace with Sweden. Eussia found support
IB Transcaucasia among the feudal lords of Azerbaijan, Eastern
Georgia and Armenia as well as among the local tradesmen and the